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[Slovakia] Pavel Janik

Nocturne for diabetes (and other two poems)

Diacritical signs

of immortal Dio

appear in the sky.
Dialogues of the diabolic
intersect within us.

Oh divine Diana
preserve our diagnosis,
sugar-beet campaigns and oil fields.

Save within us the diapositive

and make us diametrical.

Diagrams of sorrow

and diamond diadems

we place at your diagonals.

Oh dialectics of dia-marmalades.

Into our diaries we write

our last hour

and the deadline of our posthumous diasporas.
Just so that we don’t forget to die

and for the last time decorously deny ourselves nothing.

Pedestrian with absolute right of way

Live life

without a car.

Be slower than a trolley bus.

Be tired.

Be late.

Be unable to get out of the city.
Be unable to arrive at yourself.
Be a pedestrian.

Entire and without impediments.

To subvert the rules
regardless of anything.

Prolonging my understanding
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For a while I hesitated,

at the place where one enters.
And then so many mirrors

as if after death or during it.

And so many unreal girls

in the shallow depths of the glass.

There, where 1 entered for the last time
still as a boy with portraits

of Pierre Brice and Lex Barker in a pocket,
was the window of a small wine tavern.
And above it the warning signals

of red pelargonia

had permanently remained.

These inexorable semaphores

which didn’t permit me

to speak in the direction of the wind
and turn aside as the wall approached.

T grew up

to the level of salaries,

the length of debts,

to measurable historical latitudes
and to a size

where the era of dieting begins.

Now only my hair grows

slowly and completely pointlessly.

and thus T come

to prolonging my understanding

and ridding myself of the purchasing power
of a powerless Samson.
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