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PAVOL JANIK- VIRTUOSO OF SLOVAK LITERATURE

(Slovakia)

Mgr. art. Pavol Janik, PhD., (magister artis et philosophiae doctor)
was born in 1956 in Bratislava, where he also studied film and
television dramaturgy and scriptwriting at the Drama Faculty of the
Academy of Performing Arts (VSMU). He has worked at the Ministry
of Culture (1983-1987), in the media and in advertising. President of
the Slovak Writers’ Society (2003-2007), Secretary-General of the gfaAfaar I=T  Travelogue ?\?_,r HFATT
SWS (1998-2003, 2007-2013), Editor-in-Chief of the literary weekly - Heritage 31f##=g 3fld Memoir Ranking
of the SWS Literarny tyzdennik (2010-2013). Honorary Member of SYTEIUT Quotes Recital feedback €& farfdr

the Union of Czech Writers (from 2000), Member of the Editorial

Board of the weekly of the UCW Obrys-Kmen (2004-2014), Member of the Editorial Board of the
weekly of the UCW Literatura — Umeni — Kultura (from 2014). Member of the Writers Club
International (from 2004). Member of the Poetas del Mundo (from 2015). Member of the World Poets
Society (from 2016). Director of the Writers Capital International Foundation for Slovakia and the
Czech Republic (from 2016). Chief Representative of the World Nation Writers’ Union in Slovakia
(from 2016). He has received a number of awards for his literary and advertising work both in his own Custom S |:I
country and abroad.
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This virtuoso of Slovak literature, Pavol Janik, is a poet, dramatist, prose writer, translator, publicist
and copywriter. His literary activities focus mainly on poetry. Even his first book of poems
Unconfirmed Reports (1981) attracted the attention of the leading authorities in Slovak literary circles.
He presented himself as a plain-spoken poet with a spontaneous manner of poetic expression and an
inclination for irony directed not only at others, but also at himself. This style has become typical of all u 805,094
his work, which in spite of its critical character has also acquired a humorous, even bizarre dimension.

His manner of expression is becoming terse to the point of being aphoristic. It is thus perfectly natural

that Pavol Janik's literary interests should come to embrace aphorisms founded on a shift of meaning

in the form of puns. In his work he is gradually raising some very disturbing questions and pointing to

serious problems concerning the further development of humankind, while all the time widening his

range of themes and styles. Literary experts liken Janik's poetic virtuosity to that in the work of

Miroslav Valek, while in the opinion of the Russian poet, translator and literary critic, Natalia Highlight Ay

Shvedova, Valek is more profound and Janik more inventive. He has translated in poetic form several
collections of poetry and written works of drama with elements of the style of the Theatre of the
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Pavol Janik’s literary works have been published not only in Slovakia, but also in Albania, Belarus, EAT
Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Croatia, the Czech Republic, France,
Germany, Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kosovo, Macedonia, Nepal, the Republic of China o T T 3T &7 927 ®9 3@ 3T

(Taiwan), Poland, Romania, the Russian Federation, Serbia, South Korea, Spain, Syria, Turkey,

Ukraine, United Kingdom, the United States of America and Venezuela. Hehell 7| Click on any image to see it in

higher resolution. Snapshots from
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At the beginning it was like a dream.

She said:

“Have at least one dream with me.

You'll see — it'll be a dream

which you’ve never dreamt about before.”
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Descend deeper with me,
dream from the back, 3
dream retrospectively — Snemn
in a labyrinth of mirrors
which leads nowhere.

The moment you come to the beginning of nothing
you'll dream an exciting dream.

Frame it
and hang it in your bedroom.

So it will always be before your eyes
because a dream which is removed from the eye
is removed from the mind

in the sense 3%' off 2fF Links
of the ancient laws

of human forgetfulness. @R I fageT
Dream your own. Write for Setu
Dream your dream ﬂ?j & o

which is reflected on the surface

of a frozen lake. Editorial Board 42 TFqTGeT HUSST

A dream smooth and freezing: & e g gare

Grieving keys, Contact Setu TFIH L

a downcast forest,

curved glass. ﬁ'@ aRe

The tributes of mirrors.
A NS S13eTells Setu PDF
Download

The rising of the moon
in a dream of water.

Recoil from the bottom
of the mirror’s dream.

In the gallery of dreams

then you'll see

a live broadcast from childhood
fragments of long-forgotten stories.

Because our obsolete dreams
remain with us.

Don’t be in a hurry, dream slowly, completely
until you see the crystalline construction

of your soul

in which dreams glitter.

— intentionally and comprehensibly like flame.

Perhaps you’ve already noticed
that new dreams always decrease.
They wane.

Soon we’'ll light up
in the magical dusk
of the last dream
the despairing cry
of a starry night.

Pay a toll to the dream’s
deliverance from sense.

You repeat aloud

the intimacies of secret dreams,

with the dull gleam

of your persistent night eyes

you explicate a mysterious speech of darkness.

You dream, therefore you exist!

AT THE TABLE

An infirmary of flowers of the field
in a vase.

So many of the white
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that the blood inside our veins stiffens.

Thus we wither together
torn away from
life.

BAD HABIT

Every day

| go to work

for my wife, Olga,

so she has enough for shopping.

| must make an effort.

The weekend approaches

and the children would like to eat on Sunday.
We still have not succeeded

in breaking this bad habit.
Setu, July 2018
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