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ASTONISHMENT

| stretch out the water
in which you are reflected.

With a shout to stop
all possible outflows.

| address you by breath

such release of speech.

Until you are glassy with ice before me
as before a draught.

Tirelessly you quiver under the numb surface
and on the bottom for a moment gleam

so that | glimpse the day,

which will only light up in you.

**Pavol Janik PhD (2002)

Slovak Republic

President, Slovak Writers Society 2003-3007

Editor-in-Chief, Literary Tyzdenik 2010-2913

Sec. General SWS 1998-2003, 2007-2013
Translator: James Sutherland Smith %




KOSOVO
(for Jan Tuzinsky)

A burning
paper Goethe
prays

in Serb

for four hundred dead children

In Schiller’s stone eye
gleams a tear of mercury

There’s a Gypsy weeping
for a little Romany fairy
at the bottom of the Adriatic

Blood

has an irresistible color

of the bluish dusk of the sky
from which falls

light and glitterings
like a gust of May rain
to fertilize the wounded earth.

**Pavol Janik PhD (1981)

Slovak Republic

President, Slovak Writers Society 2003-3007

Editor-in-Chief, Literary Tyzdenik 2010-2913

Sec. General SWS 1998-2003, 2007-2013
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